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several States for their Confirmation. If it succeeds, I do not 
see why you might not in Europe carry the Project of good 
Henry the 4th into Execution by forming a Federal Union and 
One Grand Republick of all its different States & Kingdoms; by 
means of a like Convention; for we had many Interests to recon- 
cile (Benjamin Franklin to Mr. Grand, October 22, 1787. Docu- 
mentary History of the Constitution. Vol. IV, pp. 341-342). 

New York. Oxford University Press. American Branch : 35 West 
32nd Street. London, Toronto, Melbourne, and Bombay. 1920. 

No more valuable contribution to the history of the United States 
has been given to the country than this most admirable volume. 
Madison's Debates, as it is generally called, has been time and again 
published in various forms. We believe that at one time the Virginia 
State Government published a small volume containing these De- 
bates, without notes or comments, but the present volume, which 
has been prepared with the greatest care from the original manu- 
script, is probably the best edition of these valuable Debates which 
can be found. The fact that the volume is edited by Gaillard Hunt 
and James Brown Scott would be sufficient evidence that the work is 
well done, even without an examination, but a careful examination 
of the book convinces one that the work could not be better done. 
These notes were made by James Madison — afterwards President 
Madison — during the proceedings of the Federal Convention, which 
met in Philadelphia May 25th, and adjourned September 17th, 1787. 
It is great pity that those people who so violently attack the 
League of Nations could not have read this volume before they be- 
came quite so violent, because this constitution was practically a 
league of the thirteen "Sovereign free and independent" States of 
America; in other words, thirteen separate, distinct nations uniting 
in a league of nations to make a constitution adequate to the exigencies 
of government and the preservation of the Union. 

We commend the volume unhesitatingly to those interested in the 
history of America and more particularly in the history of the forma- 
tion of our Government. 



Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Division of Eco- 
nomics and History. — John Bates Clark, Director. Preliminary 
Economic Studies of the War, Edited by David Kinley, Profes- 
sor of Political Economy, University of Illinois; Member of 
Committee of Research of the Endowment. No. 19, Prices and 
Price Control in Great Britain and the United States During the 
World War — By Simon Litman, Professor of Economics, Uni- 
versity of Illinois. New York. Oxford University Press; Ameri- 
can Branch: 35 West 32nd Street. London, Toronto, Melbourne 
and Bombay. 

Anything relating to the economic conditions of the World War 
is of course of great value, and Professor Litman's study of prices 
during the war is a welcome addition to the literature on the subject. 
To those who study economic conditions and war this book will prove 
of unusual value, and to the generations that follow us the book may 
afford a guide to prevent many of the errors which we have committed — 
errors, however, which have been common to every war and will be un- 
til the end of time in great international struggles. 



